io8                 THE BATTERIES OPEN FIRE            [MT. 32
tion of the enemy was completely taken up by the Corsicans. They seemed to dread a general attack, surrounded themselves with light balls, and threw but little of their fire towards us. One man only was wounded by a grape-shot. The reserve drew up behind a wall in front of the intended battery; the Joth and 5ist and seamen, by great exertions, constructed the battery, forwarded the ammunition, &c. Part of the reserve, laying down their arms, covered themselves with an entrenchment. About 4 A.M., when the day began to dawn, the last of the guns were being dragged into the battery. It was armed with six 26-pounders. The enemy did not perceive it as early as might have been expected. Their attention was taken up by a battery of two 26-pounders and one mortar constructed upon the heights considerably in our rear. About six o'clock, however, they opened upon us from Mozzello, the half-moon battery, and St. Francesco, with grape, round, and shells from a howitzer. For two hours we could only answer them from three 13-inch mortars and the 26-pounders upon the heights. Captain Serigold of the navy was killed in the battery, and a man's thigh shot off, both close to the General, when I was speaking to him. Seven or eight more were killed or wounded. When our battery opened at eight o'clock the enemy's fire was considerably checked. I sent Major Brereton with half the reserve to a place of safety in the rear, and remained with the other half to guard the battery and trenches. At sunset the Major with his half relieved me. The men were ordered to lie down under arms. I went to report to the General, and returned with him to the trenches, where I remained the whole night. We went forward 300 or 400 yards to reconnoitre. The enemy were perfectly quiet. At daybreak they began a very sharp fire. The sun was in their favour, and their fire was extremely well directed. Our battery was hit almost every time. A shell fell in the middle of us, blew up some cartridges, and set fire to some live shells, and yet nobody was seriously hurt. The General got a knock with a splinter on the back.